[Intravitreal implants: drug carriers and carriers of hope?].
Immunosuppressive agents are used for the therapy of noninfectious uveitis if intraocular quiescence and freedom from recurrences are not achievable with oral steroids at a low dosage. Partially, severe side effects are tolerated to preserve visual acuity even if the disease is limited to the eyes. Because of this a therapy would be desirable which is highly effective, limited to the eyes and with few side effects. For this fluocinolone acetonide and dexamethasone drug delivery systems were developed. Dexamethasone implants were already approved for the therapy of retinal vein occlusions and are used successfully. Diabetic macular edema would be another possible indication for dexamethasone implants.